As a religious and popular
leader, Imam Khomeini (RA) took
advantage of the social capital of
Iranians by using his intelligence,
insight, and knowledge of social
and political issues. One of the
most obvious manifestations of
the realization of the social capi-
tal of the Iranian nation can be
considered the Islamic Revolu-
tion of the Iranian people, which
came to fruition under the lead-
ership of Imam Khomeini (RA)
and created a great readiness in
the people for collective action.
Even right now, his thoughts are
considered as the intellectual and
practical support of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the field of so-
cial capital (Fagih Khaljani, 2013,
P. 87). These thoughts include:

Uprising for God: The most
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important factor in the victory of
the Revolution was the uprising
for God. It was a common and
all-encompassing goal that led to
the victory of the Revolution and
its permanence. In his speeches,
Imam Khomeini (RA) empha-
sized, more than anything, the
divine element of the Revolution.
Imam Khomeini (RA) believed
that the basic structures of soci-
ety, which include cultural, social,
and political structures, with the
changes and developments that
have taken place in them, had a
significant impact on the estab-
lishment of the popular uprising
(Keshavarz Shokri, 2014, P. 125).

Belief in the Existence of Imam
Mahdi (pbuh): The second factor
in the success of the victory of
the Revolution from the perspec-
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tive of the Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, is the belief in
the holy existence of Imam Mah-
di (AS). The people started the
Revolution with the intention of
passing the flag of the movement
to the blessed hands of Imam al-
Zaman (AS); its main owner. The
doctrine of Mahdism, from the
perspective of the founder of the
Revolution, is beyond a theologi-
cal issue, but also a principle that
plays a fundamental role in the
position and action of a Muslim.
The goal of the rule of the infal-
lible Imams (AS) has been the full
establishment of justice in soci-
ety. So, if expectation is interpret-
ed as transformation and revolu-
tionism, not every movement is
desirable. Rather, it is a desirable
transformation and movement
that paves the path for the emer-
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gence of divine authority.

The Popularity of the Revolu-
tionary Leadership:

Another factor in the victory of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran is
the popularity of the leadership of
the Revolution. The leader of the
Revolution was an individual from
among the masses of society, not
from a particular group or party
or a prosperous and affluent class.
The late leader of the Revolution
insisted on living in harmony with
the people so much so that during
his exile in the oppressive heat of
Najaf, he refused the installation
of an air conditioner in his house,
to reduce the heat, and said that
“I will accept it when all Iranians
also benefit from such facilities”.
It is the popular characteristics of
the Imam that led to unity, empa-

thy, and trust between the people
and the leadership, and provided
this huge social capital. The Imam
always reminded the leaders of
the Islamic society that the opin-
ion of the people is important,
and their opinion should be taken
into consideration.

Reviving Anti-Oppression
Thinking:

Another important point in
the victory of the Revolution
was its anti-oppression and an-
ti-corruption motives. This was
one of the central goals of the
Revolution, and it is considered
one of the key concepts of Shi-
ite thought, which is related to
the movement of Aba Abdullah
Imam Hussein (AS). According
to the common belief of the
revolutionary nation of Iran,
the uprising of Imam Khomeini
(RA) and the Islamic Revolution
of Iran is a continuation of the
movement of Imam Hussein
(AS).

Mythical Endurance of the
People:

The mythical and amazing will
and endurance of the great na-
tion of Iran is another component
of the victory of the Revolution.
Despite the lack of basic facilities,
they still resisted, and the worries
of livelihood and the shortcom-
ings of daily life did not detract
from their high goals. The resist-
ance of the revolutionary people
of Iran was a clear example of
some verses of the Holy Qur'an:
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(Indeed those who say, ‘Our

Lord is Allah! and then remain
steadfast, the angels descend
upon them, saying, ‘Do not fear,
nor be grieved! Receive the good
news of the paradise, which you
have been promised.) (Surah
Fussilat, Verse 30)

Relying on the teachings of the
Qur’an, and with heartfelt faith, they
persevered in the path of uplifting
beliefs until the end of their lives.

Belief in Unseen Divine Aids:

Imam Khomeini believed in un-
seen divine aids, which is one of
the principles of Islamic and Shiite
thought, and was one of the main
slogans of the great leader of the
Revolution and was another fac-
tor of victory and unifying factors.
Divine affirmations, duty-orien-
tation, strong faith, and clarity of
purpose should be considered as
other factors in the victory of the
Revolution. These factors have
caused forty years after the vic-
tory of the Revolution and the un-
relenting hostility of the enemies
of the Iranian Revolution to con-
tinue their path with pride and
speak of a religious government
in a world based on the ideas of
liberalism and secularism and a
different model of political man-
agement to be compatible with
the religion and nature of human
beings.

Islamic Unity and Cohesion:

One of the components of so-
cial capital is Islamic cohesion.
Due to the importance of this is-
sue in civilization as a factor of the
components of civilization in the
thought of Imam Khomeini, we
pay attention to the importance
of this task that Muslims have to
achieve pure Islam and it is men-

19




ECHO

tioned in Islamic teachings that all
believers are brothers all over the
world and they should stay on to
the divine path and not quarrel
with each other and also realize
that their communities are not
divided. These are all divine invi-
tations that have existed from the
beginning of Islam until the end,
and everyone should listen to this
invitation (Imam Khomeini, 1990,
Vol. 12, P. 283). By the command
of God, Muslims must be united
and in this case, their group will
not be vulnerable, and the only
fear is the regard of conspira-
cies to separate Muslims. (lbid.,
P. 190). The secret of the victory
of the Muslims at the beginning
of the rise of Islam was the unity
and faith of the people, whose
weak army could defeat the great
empires (lbid., Vol. 1, P. 49). It
should be noted that Islamic na-
tions should be united and con-
sider their own interests and
those of Islamic countries as the
interests of Islam, and if an op-
pressor invades one of the Islamic
countries, they should consider
this aggression as their own ag-
gression and confront the aggres-
sor powers. (Ibid., Vol. 15, P. 38).
The Shiites consider the Sunnis as
their brothers and announce this
to them, but the enemies of Islam
try to make us disagree with each
other, and everywhere they de-
clare that there is division among
Muslims, and with this separation
and division between Muslims,
foreigners want to dominate us.

Islam has a program called the
unity of the word Muslims, which
is; Unity of Islamic countries and
their brotherhood with all Muslim
sects all over the world and alli-
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ance with all Islamic governments
around the world against Zionism
and Israel and colonial govern-
ments (Ibid., Vol. 1, P. 82). Muslims
are the people of truth, and they
believe in Islam and the truth. If
the Islamic nations unite quickly
and move towards the truth, it is
hoped that they will soon force
the false ones to retreat (lbid.,
Vol. 13, P. 68). Now, it is the duty
of the leaders of the Islamic coun-
tries to put aside minor differenc-
es and to think about preserving
the unity of the word of Muslims,
and for all to join hands. Cur-
rently, the Muslim population of
the world is large, but the popula-
tion is not as strong as one million
people. If four hundred million of
this population unite, the Jews
will no longer covet Palestine, and
the superpowers will stop covet-
ing the deprived and oppressed
areas (lbid., Vol. 1, P. 120).

In Islamic countries, the Islamic
rule must be the same between
the people and the government,
and everyone must be united so

The power of Islam

is at the highest

levels, and these

Islamic govern-

ments, which have

everything, from
manpower and other
resources, etc., if the
Islamic governments
are united, there is no
need to reach out to
America.

that their country is safe from
harm. If there is an alliance be-
tween Muslims, we will no longer
have an issue in the world called
Quds, Iraq, etc., and Islamic coun-
tries will be victorious (lbid., Vol.
13, P. 4). Today, any problem
that occurs in one corner of the
world is the problem of the whole
world. If there is a dispute be-
tween the Iranian and Iraqi broth-
ers, the world will count on this
issue and the world’s utilitarians
will take advantage of this divi-
sion between Shiites and Sunnis
for their own interests (Ibid., P.
20). Islamic governments are una-
ware of the power of Islam, and
because of the lack of unity, they
have been slapped by Zionism for
many years and are dominated by
foreign powers. These differences
between Islamic states have been
created by others for the fear of
the power of Islam, and they have
made Islamic states enemies.
These problems and differences
must be resolved on the days
when the Muslims of the world
gather around the Kaaba, and the
leaders of Islamic countries must
come together and share their
problems and find a solution to
their problems (lbid., P. 1329).
The power of Islam is at the
highest levels, and these Islamic
governments, which have every-
thing, from manpower and other
resources, etc., if the Islamic gov-
ernments are united, there is no
need to reach out to America. The
need arises when all countries are
as fragmented as they are now.
Iran is a country that has risen
from the beginning and has been
a committed country until now,
and it stands and stands against



all powers that are against Islam,
and it continues to do so.

Israel takes the Golan Heights
and ignores everyone and de-
clares that no power can turn
them away from this decision.
Muslims and Islamic countries
create divisions among them-
selves instead of taking sides
against Israel. This is a confronta-
tion against Islam and the Qur’an
because the Qur’an calls on Mus-
lims to unite, and they call for di-
vision and confrontation. In the
case of Islamic unity, no country
will be able to invade these coun-
tries and Israel will not dare to
stay in Islamic countries and will
be forced to retreat (lbid., Vol. 5,
P. 271). Muslims must wake up
from this three-hundred-year-old
dream and follow the example of
Iran, which fought empty-handed
with the cannons and tanks of the
great powers, relying on God and
the unity of the people to have an
Islamic government (lbid., P. 176).

Conclusion:
In the intellectual system of

the great architect of the Is-
lamic Revolution and also in the
revolutionary behavior of Imam
Khomeini, the truth of the Revo-
lution is in the annexation of the
flag by Imam Mahdi (as) and the
creation of a new Islamic civiliza-
tion, which itself passes through
social currents and foundations.
One of the most important and
pivotal issues of the present age,
in order to achieve comprehen-
sive development, is the discus-
sion of social capital, which is
far more important than other
types of capital such as material
and physical capital and includes
all types of these capitals. Imam
Khomeini, as a leader who had
both the characteristics of mobi-
lization leaders and the charac-
teristics of policy-making leaders,
was able to use the elements and
religion to move the abandoned
social capital of Iranian society.
Social capital usually shows itself
in times of crisis, strengths, and
weaknesses, but also in normal
situations, it has the opportunity
to be present and play a role.
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Cooperation and empathy of
the Iranian people in the eight
years of the war with Iraq, and
on other occasions, people’s par-
ticipation in the reconstruction of
war-torn areas, helping people in
earthquake-stricken areas, par-
ticipating in charity celebrations,
School-building donors, etc., are
examples of the impact of social
capital in lran.

In this phenomenon, the posi-
tion of jurisprudence and the au-
thority of Imam Khomeini (RA) as
well as his spiritual characteristics
have certainly been effective, but
the emergence of this consensus
of elites and the masses in the
framework of the theory of char-
ismatic leadership can never be
limited to these factors; Rather,
factors such as the legitimacy and
rationality of political positions,
honesty and sincerity, determi-
nation and stability, presenting
a plan for the future, leadership
style and practical success of the
struggle strategy, have been ef-
fective in the development of this
leadership.
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