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The arrival of Christ and Christianity turned 
the model of government put forward by Greek 
philosophers totally upside down. With the 
forming of the church of Christianity, the subject of 
popular participation in the political process of the 
Christian society ceased to exist and basically, it 
lost its subjectivity. From the second century A.D. 
until the beginning of the Renaissance in the west, 
in a period spanning more than twelve centuries, 
the rulers of the church granted sovereignty to the 
thesis of doctrine of two authorities that recognized 
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the two distinct powers of the government and the 
church.  In this period on many occasions, there 
were disputes between the Roman emperors and 
the cardinals of the church about the supremacy 
of the opinion and decision of the empire or the 
cardinal. In these disputes the role of the people 
was restricted to obeying, taking orders and 
keeping away from opposition and revolt based 
on the teachings of Christ. 
History of Islamic societies on the subject of 
popular participation displays another route 
opposite that of the church societies because from 
the time it was established, the religion of Islam 
was founded on the pillars of uprising against 
injustice and oppression as well as its substitution 
with justice, equality and fraternity. Based on 
this premise, the role of people as a group who 
had a duty and responsibility in relation to their 
own destiny and that of the society is of special 

by Muslims in the course of the history of Islam 
against oppression and tyranny of the rulers that 
Islamic societies have constantly witnessed from 
the time of the Umayyad rule until now can be 
explained in this context. 
Nevertheless, the political and social participation 
among Muslims, despite their perpetuation and 
even intensity, in certain periods in history, never 
culminated in a structural and institutionalized 
program at the growth and development stage; and 
never took on the form of a gathering of votes and 
presence in the form of a declaration of opinion. 
This continued until it was realized with the dawn 
of the Islamic Revolution and presentation of the 
idea of Islamic republic by the Imam.
Without hesitation, the Islamic rule of the Imam 
seeks the best path to take decision for resolving 
social issues in the external and internal aspects to 
lie in the sovereignty of the people over their own 
destiny. It is evident that this aspect of Islamic rule 
alongside the sovereignty of divine legislation of 
God always maintains its special position. Based 
on this premise, the Islamic rule must accept and 
be accompanied with permanent participation of 
the people. The Imam’s emphasis on the role of 
the people for realization of the political system 
of Islam was quite evident to everyone. This 
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role of activation – and not granting legitimacy 
– holds a key role while it possesses a critical 
role in criticism, guidance and supervision for 
perpetuation of rule. 
An examination of the opinions and views of the 
Imam proves that he reckons the standing of the 
people in the rule to be far higher than that of 
giving and taking advice and he stresses that: “It 
is the Islamic republic all of whose affairs at all 
stages, even leadership, is based on the franchise of 
the people. This role for the people is higher than 
an advisory one considering that advising is not in 

the Imam; however, in this theory, the people are 
of the same status as the leader and are his partner 
so that naturally, the permission and consent of 
both is valid. 
In an Islamic system, the standing of the people 
as stated by Imam Ali (AS) that: “The rule should 
be with the consent and agreement of the people.” 
Imposition of affairs to the people contrary to 
their liking has no place in the thinking of the 
Imam. He states: “The Exalted and Almighty 
God has not given us the right; the prophet of 
Islam has not given us the right to impose a thing 
on the nation. Yes, it is possible that at times 
we may request them for something; a humble 
request; a request that the servant of a nation asks 
from a nation.”

 A General Overview of the 

Khomeini(RA)

 By rejecting 
the theories circulating in that period including 
republic of Muslims (that was solely based on the 
Muslim population and without a social religion 
and religious leadership); democratic Islamic 
republic (based on religion, the people and without 
leadership) and Islamic administration (based on 
the pillars of religion and leadership but without 
the people). In this system, the three foundation 

pillars of religion, leadership and people occupy 
a special position and are inseparable from one 
another. The theory of religious democracy of 
the Imam gave the people the maximum role 
within the framework of Islam and considers their 
opinion to be the criterion and yardstick in the 
sphere of action. This is a point that goes back to 
the foremost years of the advent of Islam because 
Imam Ali (AS) despite his appointment by God 
and the Messenger of Islam, at the same time at the 
beginning of his rule in the Shaqshaqiyah Sermon 
took the presence and wishes of the people as 
witnesses for his leadership and proclaimed them 
to be one of the reasons for his agreeing to become 
the leader of Muslims. 
Similarly, in the opinion and thinking of the Imam, 
leadership of religion – the supreme religious 

religious basis of society and its political system. 
Thus he believed that the supreme religious 
jurisprudent guaranteed the perpetuation of 
religious following and for safeguarding the 
soundness of the Islamic society. 

 Source of power and 
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1- 

that:

Or in the Surah ‘Al-Baqarah’ God the almighty 
says:

Or addressing His prophet, He commands:

states:

 

 Similarly, he states that:

 

2- 

The Imam states:
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 First preliminary 

 
Second preliminary

 Third preliminary
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statement of Imam Khomeini: 
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In another instance it describes other than God’s 
rule to be ignorance. It has been categorically 
emphasized in these verses that the religiously 
legitimate government alone is the Divine Rule; 
and His commandment and decree alone is the 
measure of superiority, merit and development. 

Will of God too is the fountainhead of religious 

-

-

 The Essence of Islamic Rule
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-
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-

-

-

-

-

-

 
1- Giving importance to the people both in the 

-

-

-

-

maintain the other side.

2- 

-

states:

-
-

 Or he would state that: 
-

-

3- He reckoned that the consent of God lay in the 
consent of the masses
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-
-

 Or he would state:

-

-

4- The principle of respect for the people’s opin-
ion

-

understanding. 

-



-

5-Emphasis on establishment of councils as a 

-
-
-

-

-

-

-

The Imam permanently emphasized on the need 
-

that:

-

-
-

-
-
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 Conclusion
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