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Hajj rituals are one of the 
biggest acts of worship in 

the world. In this great congre-
gation, Muslims from all over 
the world gather and perform 
certain rituals and practices. 
This is done by the order of God, 
who says in the Holy Qur’an:

»  (And it is the 
duty of mankind toward Allah to 
make pilgrimage to the House—
for those who can afford the 
journey to it…, 3:97)

The presence of Muslims from 
all over the Islamic states in the 
Land of Revelation and the per-
formance of the Abrahamic Hajj 
rites, along with worshiping 
and gaining enlightenment and 
spirituality and the hereafter 
reward, has many worldly ben-
efits for Muslims.

” (And proclaim 
the Hajj to all the people: they 
will come to you on foot and on 
lean camels, coming from dis-
tant places…, 22:27-28)

One of the various benefits of 
Hajj, which is vitally important 
for Muslims, is its political di-
mension. In today’s world, Mus-
lims are present as one of the 
largest human groups consist-
ing of dozens of countries with 
more than one billion people. 
It is natural that Muslims, with 
this huge population and having 
many natural facilities, along 
with benefiting from the life-
giving teachings of Islam, seek 
to gain a worthy place in today’s 
world. Elevating the position of 
Muslims in today’s world is very 
necessary and it is necessary to 
use the many levers available in 
it. And Hajj is one of these le-
vers. And Hajj is one of these le-
vers. Hajj rites can improve the 

position of Muslims in the world 
in various ways. Here are some 
of the most important ones.

1. Hajj and strength-
ening social solidarity

Social solidarity and cohesion 
are the feeling of community 
members’ integration, friendly 
and affectionate social rela-
tions, and group interactions 
based on common and coher-
ent values (Niyazi, 2007, P. 6). It 
is obvious that the consistency 
of any society and its movement 
towards excellence depends on 
this factor. Among other things, 
the Islamic nation is naturally 
exposed to divisions and sepa-
rations due to the existence of 
ethnicities, races, geographical 
regions, cultures, habits, and 
tastes. The growth of these dif-
ferences breaks the greatness of 
the Islamic nation. Meanwhile, 
Hajj rituals can play a prominent 
role in strengthening the cohe-
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sion of Islamic society.
Religious rituals make a com-

munity the center of unity, and 
it can extend its jurisdiction to 
other communities and become 
a wider and more powerful terri-
tory. Based on this, Hajj can heal 
natural, artificial, and imposed 
separations by creating moral 
agreements and requirements 
with a sense of harmony and 
trust. Imam Ali (AS) in his words, 
while expressing the philosophy 
of some of the Islamic regula-
tions, says about Hajj: 

», which 
means the philosophy of Hajj is 
to strengthen religion. It means 
that with the gathering of Hajj, 

the relations of Muslims be-
come stronger and the faith of 
Muslims becomes stronger, and 
by this means, Islam becomes 
stronger. (Motahhari, 2012, Vol. 
25, P. 48). The main purpose of 
the enactment of Hajj is that 
Muslims gather under the ban-
ner of the Kaaba as a single peo-
ple and a single nation with the 
same determination (Ibid., P. 
49).

The crowd present at the Hajj 
ceremony, not only may not have 
the same thoughts and tastes, 
they even have different beliefs in 
some cases, but paying attention 
to the transcendental essence 
and moving in the path of divine 
worship, they move on a single 

path and towards a single goal. 

2-Hajj and strength-
ening social dynamics

Human societies can be di-
vided into two separate catego-
ries: static society and dynamic 
society. It is a dynamic society 
that is constantly changing and 
evolving; Social mobility and 
class mobility are relatively eas-
ily realized in it; Critical thinking, 
innovation, and even deviation 
from social norms are abundant; 
New ideas and young people are 
considered the center of social 
activity, and the ever-changing 
life of society makes everyone 
struggle (Ogburn and Nimkoff, 
1978). Dynamic societies have 
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good growth and development 
compared to static societies. In 
Islamic societies, Hajj can play 
a positive role in the social dy-
namics of Islamic society in vari-
ous ways:

A. From the moment peo-
ple register for Hajj to the 

time they return home after per-
forming Hajj, there is a wave of 
activity and effort. It is not only 
the pilgrims who are involved in 
this pilgrimage but a large part 
of the society is involved in it. 
In Iran, the Hajj and Pilgrimage 
Organization, pilgrimage and 
tourism companies, caravan 
managers, ground and air trans-
port companies, airports and 
passenger terminals, and many 
others deal with Hajj. Also, mar-
kets, hotels, clothing manufac-
turers, etc., family members 
and relatives, and friends of 
pilgrims are involved in this spir-
itual journey. It can be seen that 
the annual Hajj entails the dyna-
mism and effort of a large part 
of Islamic society.

B. The government organ-
izing Hajj and Hajj organi-

zations of Islamic countries are 
always trying to organize Hajj 
better than in the past and in 
the best way. Therefore, every 
year, they formulate new plans 
and implement new programs. 
Anyone who revisits Hajj after 
a few years will see the change 
and improvement in the quality 
of its management and imple-
mentation.

C. Hajj practices and rituals 
are full of effort and activ-

ity. From the beginning of the 
journey to the land of revelation 
to the presence in the Miqat for 
Ihram, moving to Mecca and 
Masjid al-Haram, Tawaf, Sa’y, 
Wuquf, Rami, sacrifice, etc., all 
are associated with activity and 
dynamics. Dynamics and move-
ment are mixed with the spirit 
of Hajj and there is no mean-
ing in standing still. In addition, 
each of the Hajj rites contains 
secrets and concepts, the ac-
curacy of which causes the dy-
namics of the minds and souls 
of the pilgrims.

D. Hajj makes people move 
and dynamic. People’s un-

derstanding of servitude, efforts 
for the hereafter, and efforts to 
enrich the world for the happi-
ness of people in this world and 
the hereafter, are all affected by 
performing Hajj.

3-Hajj and the rep-
resentation and con-
firmation of the col-
lective identity of the 
people

In sociological terms, identity 
is a set of important social, cul-
tural, psychological, biological, 
and historical features and char-
acteristics, which applies to the 
members of a group in a similar 
way and talks about their unity 
or similarity, and distinguishes 
them from other groups and It 
differentiates the people be-
longing to them (Altaei, 2017, 
P. 139). As individuals have their 
own identities, groups, and 
communities also have their 

own identity, which is interpret-
ed as “collective identity”.

In Islamic society, common 
religious beliefs and practices 
have given Muslims a special 
identity and distinguished them 
from other identities. Hajj can 
be mentioned among those 
common religious practices. 
One of the favorite issues of so-
ciologists of religion about Hajj 
is: How do people under the in-
fluence of Hajj renew their iden-
tity and personality? (Haidari, 
2014, P. 33).

According to experts, when 
people with different character-
istics but with common feelings 
come together, this gathering 
preserves and stabilizes their 
collective identity. Religious 
rituals that create a collective 
identity can maintain, expand 
and strengthen this identity 
(Hamilton, 2009).

4-Hajj and strength-
ening self-confidence 
and self-esteem of 
Muslims

Hajj is an extract and exam-
ple of Islamic society all over 
the world, and in a way, it is the 
crystallization of Islamic soci-
ety in one location. Hajj is the 
manifestation of the greatness 
of Islam and the manifestation 
of the power and capability of 
Muslims on the path of achiev-
ing honor in the world. The 
presence of millions of Muslims 
from all corners of the earth in 
the Hajj rituals and their huge 
gatherings in Mecca, Masjid 
al-Haram, and Mawaqif, along 
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with the awareness of the glob-
al view of Islam, has the capac-
ity to make them aware of their 
power and status; To give them 
self-confidence in overcoming 
every demonic power and to 
give them the self-belief that 
they are able to achieve the 
honor and pride that God has 
promised them in the shadow 
of unity and solidarity and us-
ing the talents and facilities of 
Islamic countries and societies. 
to obtain in this way, God also 
helps them because:

(Nahj 
al-Balaghah, Sermon 127) In-
deed, God’s [helping] hand is 
with (on) the congregation [of 
believers].

In fact, when pilgrims of differ-
ent nationalities, white and black, 
and with different languages, and 
social customs, gather in one 
place and at the same time and 
with a single dress, and they all 
perform customs together in a 
certain way. They do it every year, 
this can raise the morale of the 
Ummah to realize the lofty ide-
als of Islam and face oppression, 
disbelief, colonialism, and tyr-
anny. The fact that the Almighty 
God has ordered the gathering of 
all Muslims at this point, in a set 
of certain days is so that Muslim 
people can find themselves next 
to each other; And in a wider di-
mension, as a result of the gath-
ering of Muslim nations, the feel-
ing of honor and greatness will 
prevail over everyone (Jami of 
the Authors, 1393, p. 74). With 
the increase in the self-esteem 
of Muslims in the shadow of the 
great rituals of Hajj, their position 
in the world is also improved.


